STATE OF DELAWARE

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
MARGARET M. O’NEILL BUILDING

410 FEDERAL STREET, SUITE 1 VoIcE: (302) 739-3620
DOVER, DE 19901 TTY/TDD: (302) 739-3699
MEMORANDUM Fax: (302) 739-6704
DATE: June 26, 2015
TO: Members of the Delaware State Senate
and House of Representatives
. . mr K10

FROM: Ms. Daniese McMullin-Powall. Chairperson

State Council for Persons with Disabilities
RE: S.B. 93 (Autism Planning, Training & Resource Bodies)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed S.B. 93 which establishes
an Interagency Committee on Autism and the Delaware Network for Excellence in Autism.

As background, the Center for Disabilities Studies secured a federal grant to undertake an
assessment of ongoing needs of infants, children, and adults with autism spectrum disorder.

This resulted in the attached final report with recommendations issued in 2013. S.B. 93 is
intended, in part, to facilitate implementation of the report through statutory establishment of an
Interagency Committee on Autism and a Delaware Network for Excellence in Autism. Overall,
the enactment should improve the service delivery system for individuals with ASD in Delaware.
However, the legislation could be improved and SCPD has the following observations.

First, in line 10, the reference to “legal guardians” is somewhat limiting. Elsewhere, the
legislation refers to “families” (lines 16 and 80-81); parents (line 59); and caregivers (line 59).
The sponsors may wish to consider substituting “cohabiting family members” or simply
“families” in line 10 to be more inclusive.

Second, the reference to “and related developmental disabilities” in lines 14-15 is redundant
since it is already contained in the ASD definition (line 8). There is no harm in retaining the
reference in lines 14-15 but it is unnecessary.

Third, literally, lines 13 and 18-20 “charge” the Committee to actually “implement the
recommendations” in the 2013 Plan. The Committee will not have the funds or authority to
actually implement all of the recommendations in the Plan. Consider substituting “Promote
implementation of the recommendations...”.

Fourth, the reference to “state agencies” in line 23 is unduly limiting. For example, it would
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exclude school districts. It may also exclude Medicaid MCOs and State contractors. Consider
substituting “public agencies and their contractors”.

Fifth, there are multiple missing periods (lines 24 and 34).

Sixth, while lines 27-29 contemplate the Committee advising policymakers on legislation, there
is no mention of advice and comment on regulations which can be equally important. Consider
adding a charge to propose and comment on State regulations.

Seventh, line 33 is oddly worded and is grammatically infirm. Consider the following
amendment: “Major categories of expenses and-that which includes all public, private, and in-
kind support.” It’s also unclear if the reference is to ICA expenses or expenses of the entire
ASD support network. This could be clarified.

Eighth, there are some odd omissions from the Committee membership. For example, the
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC), the State’s special education:
council, is omitted. The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) and the
Developmental Disabilities Council are also omitted. In particular, the SCPD’s statutory
responsibilities overlap with those of the Committee. See 29 Del.C. §8210(b).

Ninth, the membership has only 1 “individual with ASD” which could be considered a “token”.
There are many individuals with Asperger’s or other autism spectrum disorders who could
provide valuable perspective. In contrast, the SCPD is statutorily required to have at least a third
of its membership composed of individuals with disabilities. See 29 Del.C. §8210(d)(6).

Tenth, in line 64, it would be preferable to substitute “public” for “state” since school districts
would otherwise be excluded. This exclusion would be inconsistent with lines 77 and 90-91
which contemplate assisting “local education agencies”.

Eleventh, the Network is established as a program within the University of Delaware’s Center
for Disabilities Studies (CDS). CDS enjoys an excellent reputation. The only reason for
“pause” is that the overhead charged by the University can be prohibitive resulting in a fiscal
note much higher than if the program were established within another non-profit agency.

Twelfth, the bill envisions funding 2 FTE Family Trainer Navigators. It may be preferable to
expand this funding to 3 FTE Family Trainer Navigators so 1 could be assigned to each county.
Splitting 2 FTE’s across 3 counties could result in 1 FTE for NCC and 1 FTE covering both Kent
and Sussex Counties. Downstate coverage suffers under such a “riding circuit” model.

Thirteenth, the line 91 reference to “local education agencies” would exclude charter schools.
The term “local education agency” (LEA) is usually interpreted to only cover school districts.
The term would also exclude assistance to private schools. See, e.g., attached Autism Delaware
article describing plans to open a private school for autism and the arts in Kent County. If
desired, the reference to “local education agencies” could be made more expansive.



Fourteenth, S.B. 93 ostensibly uses different terminology to refer to the same director. Compare
S.B. 93 (line 93) reference to “Statewide Director of the Delaware Autism Program” with S.B.
92 (line 43) reference to “Director of Autism Educational Services”. It would be preferable to
adopt the same terminology.

Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding
our observations on the proposed legislation.

cc: Teresa Avery, Autism Delaware
Alex Eldreth, Autism Delaware
Brian Hartman, Esq.,
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
SB 93 autism planning training and resource bodies 6-23-15
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The Centers for Diseass Control and  sludenl pagsdalion.

Preveniian characierizes i rlog
in ASD a8 sn urgenl pubfic heallh
concarn. Allhough al this ime it ls
diflicult o knaw iha sxact sumber
of Indlviduala In Delaware who sre
dlagnoaed with ASD, Lhe school-
age clecallicalion mie allers some
guldance. During the 2012-2013
gchoo| year, 10,088 children wais
enrolied In special education ln
Delawase public schocls. Of thase,
1,208 ohlidren

waio clavelfied with
nullsm or ASD,
wccounting for 8.3% of

3

s Wha
number of chidren served in lhe
public achaol syslem conlinues to
rlne, wa expect improvements In
anrly Kenllfication lo ewell these
numbere even more dramalically,

The Btusprint for Collscilve Aciion
was devaloped e a response lo the
absancs of a single entily cherged
with ensuring (hal high-queilly care la
provided In an sfficlenl, coordinaled,

Individuakzed end consumer-diracled
manner {o individuals with ASO
across el parildpaling systems.
While there has been grest Interest In
building n slatewide network of ASD-
relatad providers, no single eniily had
Lhe suthorily lo address the syslemic
chaliengas prevented by (he
dramatic Increasa In tha tncidence of
ASD, Although educalion, health and
8dul life are relaled domaina, eschls
addiensad In lectallon—with separale

studanis racalving
wpeciat educelion.! The
pereaniage of sludents
classifled with aullem as
a portion of all sludents
In special aducallon has
\ripled in the st eight
years (Figure 1) Naw
Caslle County has lhe P
largest rumber of i
itidanin clansiiied wiy
aullsm or an ASD, and
Sussex County has Ihe
highes! rala of public

i

R T

a0 aeE FME ot G oy me  dM EaE e

Sehos! Terr

i T
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mandates and (esource alacations-
taaving lamifies of Indlviduzle vl
ASD wilh the daunling rasponsiblity
of eoordination. This Inftialive

was implemenled lo eslabish s
sleuclure for cetaboration, resource
leveraging und eervice coordinatlion,
wiih the ultimate goal balng 3
unlfied and etiiclant system of
support for Individuats and theit
famliles.

Asgassmant and planning lor thie
piojact bagan whh u review of
Dalaware-apecific dala regerding
\he knorwn kngidance of ASD frem
{hve Blrth lo Tivee Early
Inlervantion System, lha Division
of Developmental Disatililes
Bervices and the Delaware
Deparimenl of Educalicn. Since
this Initfative began, howevar,
significant naw Information has
come lo light that may influence
Ihe Interpredalion of local dala.
First, (he Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reporlad
that the Incidence of ASD may be
as high a5 ono out of every 50
schoak-aged children. In contrast,

higher than was expecled when the
ulalewide ASO planning inilistive
began, This Is further complicaled
by changes In (he Nith adllion of the
Dlagnoslc and Blaflstica! Manuel
of Mental Disorders (DSM-5), which
now provides for a single umbralia
dlagnostic calegory of aullsm
specirum disorder rather than the
[armilar cluster of related dlagnoses

(l.e., auiistic disarder, Asperger's
dispite, chidhood duiniagralive
digordud, 3nd pervnshe
developmental disorder nol olheswise
apetified]. The nficcis of his majar

The planning procece idenlified
obslacles that families aiready

Iaca In securing Gecvices dus to

the ditferencas batween medical
disgnoais and educational
classlficelion. Sludenis wih ASD
may nol be efigible tor special
aducation even though they requira
Intenslve school-lavel support
Inguch sreas as sociak-emollonal
development, health and
behaylor. The Biueprint
addresnss this critical lwsus of
gifriences betwern educaiional
chussifieailon and medical
disgnouls, Il also recognizes that
Ihese discrepancies present
problems for lamilles ssaking
support, and poses challenges lo
the stale's afforts to gather
accurale Intormation tegarding
Incidence and prevalence of ASD
wihin Delaware.

Families Alko vant o soa 8
wodklores well- equipped o suppent
nciividduali with ASD, Many school
disirlcis Jack capucily to serve:
siudents wilh ASTY, thelr siall requlre

change In diagnosl: les have

the otficlel feders)
eslimales remaln ona oW of
every 88 American chitdren. Both

el yet

Diagnoses and dassliicalions are

these estimales are I

Delrware Steategle Pl
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g 4 \raining aewd lechnical
susistance n evidence-boned
Inlervention wih s pepulaten.
Impioved pre-gervice lralning for
ganeral educalion leachers l¢

neaded i deflch arean thel oo
‘cammea amarg sludents wiih ASD
{e.9., communication

and sochal skills). Adull service
agencles report lack of quallfied
supporl permannel and tralning for
all agency employaes. In addlton,
on-going lechnical assistance for

schools and primary care

that employ
with ASO ls needed,

There Is also a need lo provide
Improved accaes to support and
rocidinuted eare for famfiles of
chiidren with ASD. This Includes
befier Irnfion amang sutr

. physicians, In addltion, the need

for improved family support upan
diagnosis, Iralning tor communkiy-
rased providars and improved
wccess to posisacondary educallon
wiess iontfed e kny lisues lor

s il AED in Dalaware.

Blueprint Timeline and Methodology

s
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e
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Commiitin
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The Blueprin! for Goliective Action
nrove fiom A process shuracietzed
by lleralive phases leading lo &
collpbamtive plan refleciing Malewice
consensus and commitment. fofocmat

meelings af key stakehaldern wain
Insirumental In Lhe development erd
auppart of the projedt design. These
stakeholders represented lhe three
ey areas largeled for Improvement:
educalion, health and sdull Iiving.
This group concufrad that the goal
of (he entke ASD planning initialive
was

To ensure that all o fha ussomsmunt process tal
Delawareans with ASD uttimalely ylelded the Biueprint,
have the opportunity ta
devalop the skilisand  “=™* mixed-methods evaluallon
s procass, bolh quantilative and
itath fodata

¢4

{o live Independent and
Interdependent lives

within the community.

Thic goal functioned as & barameler

q
oullection ware ulikzed, Atler
reviewing Ihe results of previous
Initfatives, the project conducled 8
stalewide aurvey; as Ihe Aigwe abova
Indicates, lhese indings informed

by which all lmp
and acllvilies were asgessed, Figure
2 shows the |

locus groups and group assessment

Blueprint lor Coleclive Ackion
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In late 2011, tha Cenler for

Dinntiiiies Sudles distibuted 2

neads secessment suvey fo thrae

groups of Individuals in Delaware!

1) parenlsiguardlans of children with
aullam spectrum disorders;

2) catelakers of adidl with sullsim
apeciium disorders; end

) waul pelf-pdvocates wiR aullsm
specirum digorders.

Each group receivad u slighlly
difftarant version of the survey. In ak,
271 paremisiguardlans of chikdren
Wik AS0, 91 caratikors af adusie
with ASD and 16 adufl nel(-advocates
wiih ABD compisied (ha nurvay.

Thie ntedds ansansment sirvey

axplored the following lopics!

1) Recelving a diagnosis and

followsup care

Bakars and [Imdationn to

accessing health care

3} Empayment chabenges for
adults with aullsm spectium
dsorders

4) Famlly Impact

6) Service needs

6) Unwanled oulcomes

The survey was madeled afler

a simiar survey distribuled In
Pennsylvanka by the Cenler for
Aullsm Ressarch, Survey questions
wera madified slighlly ta enhance
(hek applicabifily 1o Defaware, and
Included quesiions aboul Medicald

& Delawarc Steadegic Plan

""E'ciulml.nnnplu in

+ New York: We called

* walting Hst"

=i

providers and hiow far familes
traveled o see a provider.

This sinvey was distribuled bn bolh
online and In paper form, A paper
copy was tenl via mall by the

Statewide Survey

Gludies, Autism Delaware, Parent
Informalton Center and Delawate
Famity Voices, In addiion lo
Including & link on ds webslte, Aullsm
Deluware slac senl a fok 1o e
survey via lis Lisisarv, Information
aboul the murvey and a link were

aiso Included in Project Bridge, a
newsletier published by he Cenler
for Disablfitles Studles.

Astalement al Ihe baginning of the
survey Instructed parenisiguardlana
of chlidren and corelakare of adulls
to it oul @ separate survay for each
Enciividund wih nullsm o, ¥ anly
Hiing oul one survey, 1o repiy to
questions for he oides( psrson wilh
aytlnm for wham Ihey previded cate.
Adut seli-advocates will subam
waers Instrucied lo answar quastions
regarding thelr curent altuatlon.
Stalf of the Delaware Educallon
Research and Davelopment Cenles
were respondible for dala analysls
and reporiing. The dala presented in
fhis documen! summiries fesponses
lo selected survey llems adveesing
lreatmenl, services, employment
outcomes and the impact on
caregtvers and lamily members caring
for an Individual with ASD. Data are
presented in the form of fraquencies

Dataware O of and p ges. More

and Ihe Detaware Divistan of Interpretallons of dota are presenied

Developmen Disablilies Services. In chard ketm and aca svallable on ihe
Lirka to itw survey wete incheded on - Cenler for Disabliiles Sludias webslte

webslles for the Cenler (or Disabllillea

u{ www, ydel.edu/cds.

The Center lor Olsablflies Sludlee
conducied Ihres focus groups wilth
patents of chitdren wilh ASD in
Dataware between February 17 and
March 7, 2012, Focus groups were
hekd In Geoigetown, Middlelown and
Newark The focus group Inlarviews.
ullizad o sembstugured knlevisw
protocol. Questions addressed Lhe
foRawing loples:

1} The pracess of ablalning &
dlagnosla

Poalive and negailve
experlences with the healthcare
wyslem {daclors, hospilals,
pharmacien, theraplsts, ele,)
Posltiva and negative
expariences wilh the educatlonal
syslem

Posliiva and negalive
experiencas with vocaltonal
rehabMilallen and employment
Thoughts on the interaclion

of all of {he mervice aystems

In Detawars, including haw
Ihey cauld improve the way
they work together to provide
comprehensive, high-quallly
seivices

2

&=

£

L

Each focus group was lacKlaled by
two [ndMduals; ane professional
sl momibat o the Cenler

for Disablles Eludies and

one professianal slall member
from Aulism Delawara. Prior lo
paricipsting in the focus group

Ihe slgned an
Infortised conuent document thal hod
been approved by a research oversight
body al the Universlly of Delaware.
Partlclpants were Infarmad hat thelr
parlicipatian was voluntary, they did not
have lo answei any questions they did
not want 10, and they could chose nol
lo pariicipate or wKhdraw al any time,
Participants wera 220 informed thal the
focus groups would be audio recorded
a5 2 way of enawring lhal sccurale
Information was oblalned for analysls.

were glven a $50 gt
card for pariicipaling In a focus group,

Focus group inteviews were
transcribad veiballm, Transcripls
were read and codes were assigned
to passapes of {exi. Primary {hemes
were developed in sccordance wilh
the Interview gquesltons. Sacondary
themes were developed under each
primary theme In order 1o caplure
dominen! calegories within the
(ranscripts,

Bueprialkr Coleckve Ackon 7



ASD Statewide
Summit

On June 7, 2012, all stakahaiders
Irwotved i b Byes ¢f ndividials
with ASD In Deleware gathered al 3
slatewide sumintt and parlicipated
In group asessment and planning
using & process based on Lhe
Osbom-Parngs Approach Lo Crealive
Problem Solving.? A seriss of activilies
waere implamented that allowed for
opporunilies 1o exposs individual
concarns ar positions within a group
stiuciure. Additional mechentsme
gave periicipanis the oppariunty

Lo provide Individual perspecilvea
relallve \o Kanlfled challanges

and schulions oulside of the group

with autism should have
sppropriale lralning and skiis.

« We blieve thal youth wilh sutism
shoukd be provied with opportuniles

-

process. The resuiting deta g
from the more {han 120 pariicipants
enabled the Iformal advisory
commitiee o esiablish the Inltial
structure of an improvement plan.

Summlit Outcomes

+ Participants arliculaled ghared
valuesibellels regarding the
suppor of Individuals with ASD
and reachad conaensus on these
slalemenis:

+ We betieve (hat adults with
mistim have @ gl (9 live In o
communities with the approprlale
support

+ We befieve Ihai youth wilh aulism
must have access Lo pasisecondary
education oppartunibes representing
an arvay of oplions, Including
(racillonal caliege

+ Wa believe that those working on
behall of supparling Individuals

P
and advocacy, Including the
undemtanding of thekr own disabity.

« Wi babeve tal all familen do
nol have (he sama expectations
for thelr chiidren, and, therefore,
cullural ditiarences should be
respecied,

* We halleve parents shouid have
access {o appropriate lnformation,
{ratning and supporis lo make
nfodmed efolces with thei child,

+ We balleve ihal sludents with
mullsm have a righl (o an array
ol services 16 supporl

+ An Executive Planning Coundl
wus ss(ablished wilh responsibity
for coordinating the tndividual
working groups that amerged from
{he summit.

« Infive lo alx mealings between
Septembar 2012 and Apil
2043, tha Ihiee warking grodps
eeniinued luokfneding and
refined Iheir recommendations,
culminating In adrafl of the
Slalewide Plan for Impravemant in
May 2013,

Stakehalders Represented:
« Hosplials and health professlonals
s Delaware Depariment of Educallon
+ Dalaware Division of

5] D i

them loward Independance in a
contiuum of setings
Faci-finding and Impresslons/ideas

Services
Delaware Divislon af Vocational
Rehabilitalion

sessions
regarding the current slatus of
services and supports and offered
Insigh! inio Improvement planning
afforts.

. of higher dducalian

« Famiies und soll-advecates

* Professionul and advocacy
agoneles

+ Schools and pragrams

Hashaen, §.5. & Tialfnges, D, (2004}, Calubreling SO yesrs of teleciive praciice; varalont of Ciastira problom sebvng.

Jownal of Creatvn Behavior, 38 (3), 75-101.

Defaware Siealeglc Plan

Work Group Accomplishments

The activities of the summR were
designed lo Keatify prominent

AreaV:  Transltion lo Adull Life
Area VI: Family Support and

lhemes regarding system

family needs and areas thal requlre

betier coordination and ovetal

Improvement. A substantial smount
4

Area ViI: Systems Coordinatlon

These areas drove the dellberatlons
of ali three which were

of q Ive daie was
and a content enatysis suggesied @
commoan sel of Improvement areas;

Blueprint Project's Identifiad
Improvement Areas

wach composed of 10 lo 12 people
represanting a varlety of roles and
perspaciives, No mamber served
on more than ona workgraup, The
educalion workgroup wae ficliitated

valhin the developing plan, In
mddillon, euch wadegroisp had Ihe
option of addional consuttation fram
Idenllfied experis, stale officials and/
or other relevani people throughoul
the process.

The warkgroups generaied &
caltetiian of envisicned oulcames
tglated o he Improveniant aess,
Thess converged in B concepiual
paltrway loward the sialed outcomas,
Next, the wotkgroupa idenlfied
aciivilies that were lkaly to lead to
(he sccomplishment of the stated

| Theea uclivilles were

reviewed and tacrgenized wilhin
fh senlex of seyeral combined
workgroup meetng 1o forge 8 unifled
improvement plan,

group of paranis who are g

usls with ASD. Each

the filespan. Currently, there ls no
cenlralized resource for providing
trakning end lechnial assistance
across all domains. The developmant
of a slalewide aullem resource center
was Kenlified by all three workaroups
as a mechanism lo provide lratning,
Tochrieal asslstance and kicemation/
resouices {o lamiies, schools,

adull service providers and others,
refiecting best praclice. The autism
pesource cenles has baen envisloned

toany This o oullined the unique as a Bingle enfity lhal would be
Is key lo the Implemenlation of skifts needed to teach, for the
the plan and has specific charges supporl, emplay and care for and of the slalewlde plan and provide

retaled lo knproved plan oulcomes

about Individuals wilh ASD acroes

sevices across syslems.

Blueprint for Collectivs Ackion
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The dramalic mcrease in he number
of indlviduals diagnosed with ASD
has created signllicant difficullles for
schoafs, social agencies, hospilals,
clinice and (smifies across Dalaware.
Syslems have nol been deslgned

lor or prepated 1o pddrass the
needs of Ihls growinp population,

Moving Forward

must. This ckmale of crisis motivated
Ihe statewide ASD planning

project, which In lurn faclidaled the
development of the Biuepnnt far
Collective Actlon.

Thiis projeei has baen endosad
snd validaied by the slakehalders
Delaware's agencles,

and medicsl, and social
service agancias curenlly are nol
coflaboraiing as sfieclively as Ihey

““The number of childién

I the Uriited Stakes -

“diagnosedwith .'w'.i_s_m' ;
rockotod in the

) ,-.' cauging -

24 Delaware Strategic Pan

ofganizallons and Iamiliea. During
the course af plen develapmanl,
4 slrong and vial of

The Blveprint for Cotleciive Action
retigets the eomman vigian of

the now-unified communlly of
agencins, organlzalions and
families of individuals with ASD.
This communily recognizes the
Importance of working logether to
malntabn the forward momentum
crenled by the energized planning
group. The next phase of this
Infilative tequires the dedication

practice and acllon has svolved
wilhin Delmware. Representing
hundreds of volcas and pasition
Iram every conceiveble constiluancy
graup Interssied In the lives of
people with ASD, the resulting
sirategic plan outlines ihe folawing
fundamental assumplions and
loundational activitles:

» This Blueprint for Cotlective Action
T been realled from B cobictive
ndions of ihe slatewide ASD planning
process and assumes (hal ALL
stakeholders will dedicate flscal and
olher resources for the putposes of
achieving lhe staled outcomes,
An nleragency Commiiee for ALfsm
wl be charged with ideniifying # unified
plan for advacacy and Wil assume
responsibitty fof leveraging resouroes
acass the membership organtzations
and agencies,

» An autism resource center will
address the provision of raining
and {chnical ssuuiance ideniiied
within lhe Biveprnt for Collective
Aclion and will ba lunded through
the jolnt resources of the apencies
and organizetlonu involved.

and i of the

0 thel il Delawarenns wilh ASD
can achleve tha posts expressed by
Dr, Temple Grendin, 3 women wilh
auliam;

“f don't want my
thoughts to dle with
me — | wanf to have

done something. I'm not
interested In power, or
piies of money. | want

to lagve something
bahlnd. | want to make
a positive contribution
— know that my life has
meaning.”
- Tempie Grandin

In sumemary, fhere is @ chmide of
optimism within the community of
ofpanizalions, agencies and lamflies
B3 | embarka an he ereallon of
syslems ensuring promising fulures
for Dulpwate’s chiddron and sdulls
with ASD. This sense of shared
responsibikly ks embodled In the
Biveprint for Collective Action,

b







509 IbG@01D097CA.CA0Z00C]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Kent County Parents Propose School for Autism & Arts

Dover, DE - A group of parents in Kent County have joined together in the hopes of establizhing a
private school for autism and the arts. Central Delaware School of the Arts for the Exceptignal, also
known as "CDSAE," will provide schoeling for 4th grade through age 21 for those eligible aind will be
located in a central location for Kent County residents. It will offer small class sizes and year round
schooling, focusing on academics, social skills and executive functioning in an inclusive se?ﬁng.
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Curriculum will be modified to integrate Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), a well-known and

- successful form of therapy for not only Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) but for typically de
children as well, to increase positive behaviors and extinguish unwanted behaviors.

Typically developing students will not be devoid of programming options, however. CDSAE
variety of disciplines in the arts, including but not limited to photography, dance, vocals, an

veloping #

will offer a
computer

graphic design making it a fully functional school of the arts. The year-round programming Vvill aliow
all students the freedom to hone their artistic abilities throughout the year, while building a sense of

community with their fellow students and providing individualized academic challenges.

CDSAE board members are organizing three sessions in Kent County for public comments
following dates/times:

Tuesday, May 12th 5:45 pm - 7:45 pm at Dover Public Library
Thursday, May 21st 6 - 8 pm at Price Community Center, 103 Dorman Street, Harringtorn T
May 28th 5:30 - 7:30 pm at Kent County Levy Court room 220

For more information, please contact Tyler Anaya, Founding Board Member, at (302)943-2
tsievens24 2000@yahoo.com<mailto:tstevens24 2000@yahoo.com>.
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at the
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274 or at

CDSAE's mission is to prepare students for career and college readiness through a holistic, person-

centered approach. The school will use an ABA methodology in an inclusive environment fi
the arts.
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